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PEACE 
  During this time of year we use the word peace when 

wishing or sending greetings, so I thought to look up 

some background information. Hope this may help 

you understand the word better. 

  The meaning of peace in English is an absence of 

civil disturbance or hostilities or a personality free 

from internal and external strife.  Shalom is wholeness 

of life or body, is in right relationship or harmony 

between two parties or people.  Shalom was used in 

both greetings and farewells, also as a blessing on the 

one to whom it is spoken. “May your life be filled 

with health, prosperity and victory.”   God is the 

source of peace.  For he is Yahweh Shalom.  

  The Old Testament anticipated and the New 

Testament confirmed, that God’s peace would be 

mediated through a messiah.  Peace with God came 

through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Shalom was the common friendly greeting used in 

asking after the health of anyone. Inward peace was 

the portion of the righteous who trusted in God. 

“Acquaint now thyself with him and be at 

peace.”  Peace was to be sought after and followed by 

the righteous.  

  In the New Testament where Eirene is frequent 

mostly in the sense of peace from war or strife. The 

revised version has “peace” for “tongue” at peace with 

me for perfect margin made perfect or recompensed.     

The Gospel in Christ is a message of peace from God 

to men.  It is to be cherished and followed by 

Christians as Jesus exhorted His disciples, “Have salt 

in yourselves and be at peace one with another.” 

Some synonyms for peace are, a state without war, 

freedom from oppressive thoughts or emotions, a state 

of freedom from storm or disturbance, peaceful 

coexistence. 

  We know St. Francis used “Peace” in his greetings 

and “Make me an instrument of your Peace” is one of 

St. Francis’ quotes.  

  I wish you all a very Blessed and Peace filled 

Christmas. 

Sr Georgine Larson osf, spiritual assistant 

PEACE PRAYER 
  Prayer for the Peace in Syria by the United States Catholic 
Bishops: 

God of Compassion, 
Hear the cries of the people of Syria, 

Bring healing to those suffering from the violence, 
Bring comfort to those mourning the dead, Strengthen 

Syria’s neighbors in their care and welcome for refugees, 
Convert the hearts of those who have taken up arms,  

And protect those committed to peace. 
God of Hope,  

Inspire leaders to choose peace over violence and  
to seek reconciliation with enemies, 

Inspire the Church around the world with compassion  
for the people of Syria,  

And give us hope for a future of peace built on  
justice for all. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ,  
Prince of Peace and Light of the World. 

Amen. 
Patty Commerford osf, minister 

 

The Advent wreath, four candles on a wreath of evergreen, 
is shaped in a perfect circle to symbolize the eternity of 
God. In some churches, four purple candles, one for each 
week in Advent, are used with one larger white candle in 
the middle as the Christ candle. Other churches prefer 
three purple or blue candles with one candle being rose or 
pink, to represent joy. During each Sunday of the Advent 
season, we focus on one of the four virtues Jesus brings us: 
Hope, Love, Joy and Peace. Others consider the lighting of 
the first candle to symbolize expectation, while the second 
symbolizes hope, the third joy and the fourth purity. The 
Christ candle is lit on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day 
reminding Christians that Jesus is the light of the world. The 
order and exact wording vary among churches, but the 
wreath continually reminds us of whom we are called to be 
as followers of Jesus. 
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 Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting 
St Otto’s Conference Room, November 8, 2016, 5PM 

  Members present: Patty Commerford, Jan Rybaski, Kathy 
Hoffman Tax, Charlotte VanRisseghem, Janet Berendt, Sr 
Georgine Larson.  
  Minister Patty opened the meeting with prayer from The 
Ritual.  Sr Georgine read a prayer for the elections.  Minutes 
of the last meeting were reviewed and approved as printed.   
  Treasurer’s report was reviewed and filed for October 11 to 
November 8, 2016. 
Beginning balance:  $1,677.36 
Receipts: Common fund       142.00 
India family              7.00 
Interest                .07 
Total    $1,826.43 
Disbursements: Stamps                    47.00 
Oasis Share a Meal         113.97 
Ending balance:  $1,665.46 
Total India family          96.45 
We will send $200.00 to the Franciscan Brothers of Peace. 
Upcoming events: Friday, November 18: 8:30 AM Mass at St 
Joseph Church, Pierz for Secular Franciscans. 
Saturday, December 3: 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM, Advent day of 
reflection at St Francis Convent with Sr Elise Saggau.  
Theme: “A Celebration of Hope in God’s Cosmic Promise”.  
Free will donation.  Register by November 30.  
Tuesday, December 13: SFO gathering at 5:30 PM for 
potluck.  Bring cookies in ziplock bags for Nouis Place, 
Camillus Place and EEI.  Extras for our dessert and for St. 
Otto’s staff. 
Birthday observed: Collette Peterson. 
Province Spiritual Assistant, Fr John Sullivan has passed 
away. 
Closing prayers from The Ritual led by Patty at 5:40 PM. 

Gathering at St Otto’s Hearthside Room 
November 8, 2016  6:00 PM 

  Members present: Patty Commerford, Jan Rybaski, Kathy 
Hoffman Tax, Charlotte VanRisseghem, Janet Berendt, 
David Czech, Beverly Nouis, Elvira Stumpf, Karen Gross, Sr 
Georgine Larson.  Excused: Kay Voegtle, Pam Geyer.  Absent:  
Sue Zenzen, Rita Vosen. 
  Following a bag lunch, Patty opened the gathering with 
prayers from The Ritual.  Sr Georgine read an election 
prayer.  Char led the L:iturgy of the Hours.  The Sunday 
gospel readings were discussed.  Kathy led the lesson from 
Rediscover Catholicism.  Patty led the Chaplet of Divine 
Mercy.  Gathering closed at 7:40 PM after prayers from The 
Ritual led by Patty. 

Janet Berendt ofs, secretary 
 

Calendar of Events 
December 2016 
7

th
-profession anniversary-Pam Geyer & Kathy Tax 

8
th

-Immaculate Conception of Mary 
12

th
-Our Lady of Guadalupe 

13
th

-GATHERING AT ST OTTO’S 5:30PM 
Prayer Leader-Karen Gross 
Prayer-Liturgy of the Hours 
25

th
-The Birth of Jesus 

26
th

-St Stephen 
27

th
-St John 

28
th

-The Holy Innocents 
30

th
-Feast of The Holy Family 

January 2017 
1

st
-Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 
2

nd
-Sts Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen 

3
rd

-The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
4

th
-St Elizabeth Ann Seton 

5
th

-St John Neumann 
6

th
-St Andre Bessette 

8
th

-Epiphany 
9

th
-Baptism of Jesus 

18
th

-birthday-Elvira Stumpf 
22

nd
-Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn 

Children 
25

th
-The Conversion of St Paul the Apostle 

26
th

-Sts Timothy & Titus 
27

th
-St Angela Merici 

28th-St Thomas Aquinas 
31

st
-St John Bosco 

 

 

    

For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to 
us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; 
And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

  John the Apostle was the son of Zebedee, and the brother 
of James. By comparing Mark 15:40 and Matthew 27:56, 
we can surmise that his mother's name was Salome. John and 
his brother originally were fishermen and worked with their 
father in the Lake of Genesareth. From the fact that he is 
usually listed after James, he is traditionally thought to have 
been the younger of the brothers. Although they are not 
named, John and James are often thought to have been 
among the Galilean fishermen who first became followers of 
John the Baptist before leaving his group and joining Jesus 
(John 1). John had a prominent position among the disciples 
as one of the three apparently most trusted by Jesus. Peter, 
James and John were the only witnesses to the raising of 
Jairus' daughter (Mark 5:37), to the Transfiguration 
(Matthew 17:1), and to Jesus' agony in the Garden of 
Gethsemane (Matthew 26:37). His position was such that 
his mother felt that it was appropriate to ask that he be 
considered to sit at Jesus' right hand after the messianic 
kingdom was established (Matthew 20:20). He and Peter 
were sent into the city to make the preparation for the final 
Passover meal, the Last Supper (Luke 22:8). At the meal 
itself—assuming John was indeed the same person as the 
"disciple whom Jesus loved"—his place was next to Jesus, on 
whose chest he leaned (John 13:23). 

http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/John_the_Baptist
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Saint_Peter
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Passover
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Last_Supper

